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amount of cod and whale oils is pressed into the leather ; part of this combines with or is closely held by the fibre, but a considerable proportion is pressed out again or removed by scraping with a blunt instrument and subsequent treatment with alkalies, which forms an emulsion, from which the oil is recovered by the addition of an acid. This is the English and German method of treatment, the product being known, as "sod" oil. In France the skins are fermented for a short time, then thrown into warm water and pressed in a hydraulic press yielding a larger proportion of oil which is of a higher quality and is known as moellon or d6gras. These oils are largely employed by curriers for stuffing leather, for which purpose they seem eminently fitted. During the treatment the oils undergo a remarkable change, their chemical constants being considerably altered.1
1 Lewkowitsch, "Oils, Fafcs, and Waxes".